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Calstock Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan: A Sustainability Check
Introduction
This paper presents a Sustainability Check (SC) of Calstock Parish’s [Submission Draft] Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). This SC reflects the
intentions of a more formal Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and aims to predict and assess the social, environmental and economic effects that are likely to arise
from the adoption of the Calstock Parish NDP, in order to ensure that the strategies and policies within this contribute to and promote sustainable
development.
The Calstock Parish NDP Steering Group considered carrying out a full SA (which is not a requirement of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012), but it was decided that applying a ‘lighter touch’ SC would be less resource intensive, whist achieving suitable outcomes to inform the NDP making
process. It was considered it to be good practice to carry out a SC as it provides a useful means to assess plan proposals against a set of sustainability
objectives - the intention being to help avoid negative environmental and socio-economic effects and to identify opportunities to improve the environmental
quality of Calstock Parish and the prosperity and quality of life of residents through the NDP.
This report sets out how the SC was applied to Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP and the results of this.
NB. The SC or SA should not be confused with a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The SEA is a separate assessment to the SA and focuses in more
detail on the environmental impact of plan proposals1.

Calstock Parish NDP: The SC process
When adopted, Calstock Parish NDP will sit within a framework of higher-level planning documents, including the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
and Cornwall’s Local Plan. The Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010-2030 (Local Plan) was adopted in November 2016 and was subject to a SA (further
details available at www.cornwall.gov.uk).
For consistency, the SC of the Calstock Parish [Submission Draft] NDP reflects the ‘SA Framework’ which was used for the SA process on the Local Plan. The SA
Framework is a framework of 19 SA themes together with a number of objectives, appraisal questions and indicators, which provided a methodological
framework for the SA on the Local Plan.
For the purpose of carrying out the SC on Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP, it was considered unnecessary to apply the full SA Framework, as this would have
entailed a very lengthy and detailed analysis. Instead, the 19 SA Framework themes and objectives (hereafter referred to as the SC themes and objectives)
have been considered directly against Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP (i.e. without presenting answers to each of the individual appraisal questions which are
included within the more detailed SA Framework). The SC themes and objectives are set out in Table 1.
In order to establish whether an SEA was required Calstock Parish NDP Steering Group submitted the NDP to Cornwall Council for SEA Screening, where the outcome of this showed that
an SEA was required. The SEA is reported separately at https://plan4calstockparish.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Calstock-NP_SEA_Environmental-Report_V3.0_190520.pdf].
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Table 1: SC Themes and Objectives
SC Theme

SC Objectives

Climatic
Factors
Waste
Minerals and
Geodiversity
Soil

To reduce our contribution to climate change through a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
To increase resilience to climate change and reduce vulnerability.
To minimise the generation of waste and encourage greater reuse and recycling of materials in accordance with the waste hierarchy.
To minimise the consumption of mineral resources and ensure the sustainable management of these resources
To conserve, enhance and restore the condition of geodiversity in the county.
To minimise the use of undeveloped land and protect and enhance soil quality.
To encourage and safeguard local food production.
To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve.
To reduce the risk of flooding and vulnerability to flooding, sea level rise and coastal erosion.
To maintain and enhance water quality and reduce consumption and increase efficiency of water use.
To conserve, enhance and restore the condition and extent of biodiversity in the county and allow its adaptation to climate change.
To protect and enhance the quality of the natural, historic and cultural landscape and seascape.
To encourage clean, healthy, productive and diverse waters; To protect coastal areas and ensure sustainable maritime environments.
To protect and enhance the quality and local distinctiveness of the historic environment.

Air
Water
Biodiversity
Landscape
Maritime
Historic
Environment
Design
Social
Inclusion
Crime and
Anti-Social
Behaviour
Housing
Health, Sport
and
Recreation
Economic
Development
Education and
Skills
Transport and
Accessibility
Energy

To promote and achieve high quality, locally distinctive design, sustainable land use and sustainable built development.
To reduce poverty and social exclusion and provide opportunities for all to participate fully in society.
To reduce crime, anti-social behaviour and fear of crime.

To meet the needs of the local community as a whole in terms of general market, affordable, adaptable and decent housing.
To improve health through the promotion of healthier lifestyles and improving access to open space and health, recreation and sports facilities.

To support a balanced and low carbon economy that meets the needs of the area and promotes a diverse range of quality employment opportunities.
To maximise accessibility for all to the necessary education, skills and knowledge to play a full role in society.
To improve access to key services and facilities by reducing the need to travel and by providing safe sustainable travel choices.
To reduce traffic congestion and minimise transport related greenhouse gas emissions.
To encourage the use of renewable energy, increase energy efficiency and security and reduce fuel poverty.

KEY
Environmental Themes
Social Themes
Economic Themes

The Calstock Parish NDP Steering Group have carried out the SC, by considering SC themes and objectives (see Table 1) against the overall Calstock Parish
[Draft] NDP and including consideration of all of the following elements of this:
• The Vision for Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP
• The [Submission Draft] NDP Objectives for Calstock Parish; and,
• Each of the 32 [Draft] NDP Policies.
The Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP was considered as to whether it is likely to undermine, support, or neither undermine or support, the SC themes or, whether
the theme is irrelevant to the NDP or the anticipated outcome is unknown at this stage.
Consideration of how the Calstock Parish [Submission Draft] NDP performed against the SC themes and objectives was carried out through a round table
discussion at a meeting of the Calstock Parish NDP Committee, where the questions included at Appendix 1 were used to structure the discussion.
The outputs of this process are:
1. The SC Assessment Table of Calstock Parish’s NDP (see Appendix [2/1, 2/2 and 2/3);
2. The SC Assessment of Heritage Impacts of Calstock Parish’s NDP Settlement Development Boundaries (Policy HP1) and Housing allocations (Policy
HP4) (see Appendix [2/4]);
3. The SC Assessment of Habitat Impacts of Calstock Parish’s NDP Settlement Development Boundaries (Policy HP1) and Housing allocations (Policy HP4)
(see Appendix [2/5]);
4. SC Summary Matrix Table of Calstock Parish’s NDP (See appendix (3)).

SC Results
The results of the SC are presented in Appendices [2], [3] and [4]. The (Draft) NDP is predicted to result in positive social, environmental and economic
effects that contribute to and promote sustainable development in 16 of the 19 SA themes, and to have a neutral effect in 3 SA themes. The latter is because
of the local nature and content of the NDP, and its limited ability to address the themes involved.

Conclusion
The SC on Calstock Parish’s [Submission Draft] NDP has demonstrated that, overall, the policies within this and the vision and objectives that it seeks to
achieve succeed in encouraging sustainable development.

Appendix 1: Questions used to help carry out the SC
SC Theme

SC Objectives

Climatic Factors

To reduce our contribution to climate
change through a reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions.
To increase resilience to climate
change, and reduce vulnerability.
To minimise the generation of waste
and encourage greater reuse and
recycling of materials in accordance
with the waste hierarchy.

Waste

Minerals and
Geodiversity

Soil

Air
Water

To minimise the consumption of
mineral resources and ensure the
sustainable management of these
resources
To conserve, enhance and restore the
condition of geodiversity in the county.
To minimise the use of undeveloped
land and protect and enhance soil
quality.
To encourage and safeguard local food
production.
To reduce air pollution and ensure air
quality continues to improve.
To reduce the risk of flooding and
vulnerability to flooding, sea level rise
and coastal erosion.
To maintain and enhance water quality
and reduce consumption and increase
efficiency of water use.

Decision making questions
•
•
•
•

Does it limit greenhouse gas emissions?
Does it secure the highest viable resource and energy efficiency?
Does it encourage the use of renewable energy technologies?
Does it minimise vulnerability and encourage resilience to the effects of climate change?

•
•
•
•
•
•

Will it reduce the amount of waste produced, collected, and or landfilled?
Will it increase the amount of waste recycled or recovered?
Will it increase levels of composting or anaerobic digestion?
Has space for storage of recycled materials been planned for?
Will it reduce the waste management industry’s contribution to climate change?
Will it minimise the consumption of primary mineral resources and encourage re-use of
secondary resources?
Will it ensure development does not irreversibly sterilise important mineral resources?

•
•
•
•

Will it prevent harm to and, where appropriate, enhance geological conservation interests
in the county?
Will mineral working impact on designated land?
Will it protect, enhance and improve soil quality in Cornwall?

•

Will it avoid development that leads to the loss of productive soils?

•
•
•

Will it reduce pollution including greenhouse gas emissions?
Will it maintain or improve air quality in Cornwall?
Does the proposal reduce, or avoid increasing the risk of flooding overall?

•
•
•

Does the proposal maintain or enhance water quality overall?
Does the proposal reduce the overall demand for water?
Will the proposal provide for greater integrated water catchment management and
strengthen links between habitats to increase the likelihood of adaptation to climate
change?
Will the proposal increase the risk of water pollution events?

•

SC Theme

SC Objectives

Biodiversity

To conserve, enhance and restore the
condition and extent of biodiversity in
the county and allow its adaptation to
climate change.

Landscape

To protect and enhance the quality of
the natural, historic and cultural
landscape and seascape.

Decision making questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maritime

To encourage clean, healthy,
productive and diverse waters; To
protect coastal areas and ensure
sustainable maritime environments.

•
•
•

Historic Environment

To protect and enhance the quality and
local distinctiveness of the historic
environment.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Does the proposal protect, enhance or restore biodiversity interests of BAP habitats,
Cornwall Wildlife Sites, SSSIs and internationally, nationally and regionally designated areas?
Does the proposal allow adaptation to climate change through the connection of habitats
(wildlife corridors)?
Does it protect not only designated areas but also of wildlife interest everywhere?
Will it encourage the provision of new or improved wildlife habitats?
Will it sustain and enhance and/or restore the distinctive qualities and features of the
natural, historic and cultural landscape and seascape character?
Will it conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the Cornwall AONB and the Tamar Valley
AONB, and increase understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the AONBs?
Will it protect, enhance and promote opportunities for green infrastructure within and
between urban settlements?
Will it maintain and enhance a high quality living environment?
Will it encourage the location and design of development to respect and improve landscape
character and the landscape setting of settlements?
Will the proposal protect, enhance or restore maritime heritage, habitat and biodiversity,
both designated and undesignated?
Will the proposal incorporate adaptation to climate change and its likely effects on the sea,
coast and estuaries?
Will the proposal operate within the carrying capacity of the receiving environment, without
adverse effect on its sustainability?
Will the proposal operate within safe biological, chemical and physical limits?
Does the proposal reinforce the distinctive character of Cornwall?
Does the proposal have an acceptable/unacceptable level of impact on the historic
environment?
Does the proposal preserve and enhance the cultural and social significance of the historic
asset?
Will it result in development which is sympathetic towards the need to promote the
Cornwall's unique heritage value, historic environment and culture?
Have flood mitigation measures been designed to be compatible with the immediate
historic environment?
Has a balance been struck between the level of risk (e.g. in adaptation to climate change or
flood risk) and the aspiration to preserve the distinctive qualities of the historic
environment?

SC Theme

SC Objectives

Design

To promote and achieve high quality,
locally distinctive design, sustainable
land use and sustainable built
development.

Decision making questions
•
•
•
•

Social Inclusion

Crime and Anti-Social
Behaviour
Housing

To reduce poverty and social exclusion
and provide opportunities for all to
participate fully in society.
To reduce crime, anti-social behaviour
and fear of crime.
To meet the needs of the local
community as a whole in terms of
general market, affordable, adaptable
and decent housing.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health, Sport and
Recreation

To improve health through the
promotion of healthier lifestyles and
improving access to open space and
health, recreation and sports facilities.

Economic
Development

To support a balanced and low carbon
economy that meets the needs of the
area and promotes a diverse range of
quality employment opportunities.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Will it encourage developers to build to higher environmental standards?
Will it help to promote local distinctiveness?
Does the proposal meet targets for renewable energy capture and sustainable construction
using BREEAM or Code for Sustainable Homes?
Will it promote high quality, sustainable and sympathetic design that takes account of
sustainable construction and transport modes, and green infrastructure?
Will it improve access to and provision of services, health and community facilities (including
community youth facilities) especially in rural areas and for the socially excluded?
Will it reduce poverty, deprivation, discrimination, social exclusion and inequalities?
Will it reduce crime and anti-social activity, and in turn, provide safer communities in
Cornwall (particularly in the most deprived neighbourhoods and identified hot spots).
Will it help reduce the fear of crime?
Will it provide an appropriate mix of housing to ensure delivery of long-term regeneration
schemes for the county?
Will it reduce the number of people homeless or in temporary accommodation?
Will it contribute towards the provision of affordable, social and key worker housing?
Will it reduce the number of unfit homes, and those falling below the decent homes
standards?
Will it deliver adaptable housing to meet the lifelong needs of the population?
Will it provide a well-integrated mix of decent homes of different types and tenures to
support a range of household sizes, ages and incomes?
Will it provide energy efficient development which reduces the annual cost of
heating/lighting and helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions?
Will it make the best use of land?
Will it improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health?
Will it improve access to health services?
Will it improve access to the countryside, coast, recreation and open spaces?
Will it increase participation and engagement in physical activity and sport?
Will it lead to unacceptable noise levels?
Will it promote a diverse range of employment opportunities?
Will it provide affordable, small scale, managed workspace to support local need?
Will it support the development of access to ICT facilities including Broadband, particularly
in rural areas?
Will it raise the quality of employment and reduce seasonality?

SC Theme

SC Objectives

Education and Skills

To maximise accessibility for all to the
necessary education, skills and
knowledge to play a full role in society.

Decision making questions
•
•
•
•
•

Transport and
Accessibility

Energy

To improve access to key services and
facilities by reducing the need to travel
and by providing safe sustainable
travel choices.
To reduce traffic congestion and
minimise transport related greenhouse
gas emissions.

To encourage the use of renewable
energy, increase energy efficiency and
security and reduce fuel poverty.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Will it help improve the qualifications and skills of young people?
Will it improve facilities and opportunities for lifelong learning (particularly for those with
greatest need)?
Will it help increase the County's skilled and professional workforce?
Will it support a viable future for rural communities?
Will it encourage a greater diversity of choice in skills training as part of regeneration
efforts?
Will it increase accessibility to training facilities?
Will it promote sustainable forms of transport (public transport including bus and rail, cycle
and pedestrian routes) and ensure the necessary associated infrastructure is made
available?
Will it reduce traffic congestion by promoting alternative modes of transport?
Will it reduce the need to travel by seeking to balance homes, jobs, services and facilities?
Will it lead to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions?
Will it improve service provision or provide a service or facility which is accessible to all,
including those with disabilities and those in the more rural areas?
Will it transfer freight from road to rail and/or sea?
Will it promote and support the use of renewable and low carbon energy technologies?
Will it help reduce fuel poverty?
Will it encourage local energy production?

Appendix [2]: The SC Results
Key:
-

+/-

Likely to undermine the SC Objective
Likely to neither undermine or contribute to meeting the SC Objective or has both positive and negative effects

+

Likely to support the SC Objective

0

Impacts unknown or SC theme/objective(s) irrelevant to this element of the NDP

Appendix 2/1 SC of the Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP Vision
By 2030, Calstock Parish will be a community with an excellent quality of life:
- living in decent homes in settlements that retain their rural character
- supported by a thriving rural economy
- benefiting from adequate social, transport and physical infrastructure
- respecting and protecting the distinctive landscape, environment and heritage of the area; and
- instigating and implementing plans that respond to the challenges of climate change.
SC Theme

SC Objectives

Comment

Climatic
Factors

To reduce our contribution to
climate change through a reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions.

Vision specifically encompasses ‘decent homes’ which by implication incorporates
homes designed and using materials which make a lesser contribution of
greenhouse gasses. Actions to respond to climate change will also include green
gas emission reduction.
Vision specifically references the making and carrying out of policies that respond
to climate change.
Encouragement of decent homes, adequate infrastructure, protection of
environment and responding to climate change likely to incorporate measures
that will reduce waste and encourage reuse/recycling.

Waste

To increase resilience to climate
change, and reduce vulnerability.
To minimise the generation of waste
and encourage greater reuse and
recycling of materials in accordance
with the waste hierarchy.

Likely Impact
+

+

+

Minerals and
Geodiversity

Soil

Air
Water

Biodiversity

Landscape

Maritime

Historic
Environment
Design

To minimise the consumption of
mineral resources and ensure the
sustainable management of these
resources
To conserve, enhance and restore
the condition of geodiversity in the
county.
To minimise the use of undeveloped
land and protect and enhance soil
quality.
To encourage and safeguard local
food production.
To reduce air pollution and ensure
air quality continues to improve.
To reduce the risk of flooding and
vulnerability to flooding, sea level
rise and coastal erosion.
To maintain and enhance water
quality and reduce consumption and
increase efficiency of water use.
To conserve, enhance and restore
the condition and extent of
biodiversity in the county and allow
its adaptation to climate change.
To protect and enhance the quality
of the natural, historic and cultural
landscape and seascape.
To encourage clean, healthy,
productive and diverse waters; To
protect coastal areas and ensure
sustainable maritime environments.
To protect and enhance the quality
and local distinctiveness of the
historic environment.
To promote and achieve high quality,
locally distinctive design, sustainable
land use and sustainable built
development.

Not relevant to this NDP.
0
Support for a thriving economy and respect/protection of environment will
contribute to this objective.

+

Vision specifically references ‘settlements’ and the protection of landscape and
environment.

+

Support for thriving rural economy includes green tourism which relates to local
food production.
Combination of tackling climate change, adequacy of local services and promotion
of decent homes should help reduce air pollution and improvement of air quality.
Encouragement of decent homes, adequate infrastructure, protection of
environment and responding to climate change likely to incorporate measures
that will reduce flooding.
Encouragement of decent homes, adequate infrastructure, protection of
environment and responding to climate change likely to incorporate measures
that will reduce water consumption and increase water-use efficiency.
Respecting and protecting the distinctive landscape, environment and heritage of
the area will assist with biodiversity protection, whilst vision specifically addresses
climate change.

+
+
+

+

+

Vision specifically encompasses respect for and protection of landscape.
+
Not directly relevant to this NDP, although environmental intentions recognise link
via Tamar to estuary and sea.

0

Vision specifically encompasses respect for and protection of heritage.
+
Encouragement of decent homes, adequate infrastructure, protection of
environment and responding to climate change are all aspects of design and
place-making.

+

Social
Inclusion
Crime and
Anti-Social
Behaviour
Housing

To reduce poverty and social
exclusion and provide opportunities
for all to participate fully in society.
To reduce crime, anti-social
behaviour and fear of crime.

To meet the needs of the local
community as a whole in terms of
general market, affordable,
adaptable and decent housing.
Health, Sport To improve health through the
and
promotion of healthier lifestyles and
Recreation
improving access to open space and
health, recreation and sports
facilities.
Economic
To support a balanced and low
Development carbon economy that meets the
needs of the area and promotes a
diverse range of quality employment
opportunities.
Education
To maximise accessibility for all to
and Skills
the necessary education, skills and
knowledge to play a full role in
society.
Transport
To improve access to key services
and
and facilities by reducing the need to
Accessibility
travel and by providing safe
sustainable travel choices.
To reduce traffic congestion and
minimise transport related
greenhouse gas emissions.
Energy
To encourage the use of renewable
energy, increase energy efficiency
and security and reduce fuel poverty.

Promotion of decent homes, in settlements, with a thriving rural economy, access
to services will all support social inclusion and well-being.

+

Support for decent homes and adequate facilities will help tackle crime, ASB and
fear of crime.

+

The vision encompasses a desire for all the community to live in decent homes
which meet its needs.

Support for adequate social infrastructure includes support for recreation, whilst
respect and protection of the landscape and environment will support access to
healthy activity such as walking/cycling.

+

+

Support for rural economy will include green tourism and appropriate forms and
scale of rural business developments.
+

Support for adequate transport encompasses access to education and training
opportunities.

+

Vision expressly refers to support for transport infrastructure.

+

The vision refers to tackling causes and effects of climate change, which includes
making provision for renewable energy and sustainable energy use.

+

Appendix 2/2 SC of the Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP Objectives

Minerals and Geodiversity

Soil

Air

Water

Biodiversity

Landscape.

Maritime.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. Historic Environment

11. Design

12. Social Inclusion

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

14. Housing

15. Health, sport and recreation

16. Economic Development

17. Education and Skills

18. Transport and accessibility

19. Energy

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives

Tailor housing growth to local needs

+/-

+/-

+

+

+

+

+

0

+/-

+

+

+

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+

Conserve village character and prioritise local distinctiveness

+/-

+/-

+

+

+/-

+/-

+

+

0

+

+

+

+/-

+

+/-

+

+

+/-

-

Strengthen and support local businesses

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

0

+

+

+

+

+\-

+

+

+

-

+/-

Encourage business that makes the best use of the natural and heritage
assets of the Parish
Protect and enhance community and recreation facilities that support wellbeing
Increase sustainable and healthy forms of travel, reduce traffic conflict,
improve road safety and improve air quality
Improve provision of alternatives for travel to services, information and
work
Ensure that physical infrastructure is adequate to support necessary
development
Protect and conserve the valued landscape and heritage assets

+

+

+

+/-

+/-

+

+

+

0

+

+

+

+

+\-

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+/-

+

+

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+/-

+/-

+

+

+

+/-

0

+/-

+

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

+

+

+

+

+

+/-

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+

+

+/-

+

+

+/-

+/-

-

Preserve and enhance the rich biodiversity and geodiversity

+

+/-

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+

+/-

+/-

-

Reduce the causes of climate change within our community

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

+

+/-

+

+

Reduce the impact of climate change on our community

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

+

+

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

+

+/-

+

+/-

Waste
2.

+

Climatic Factors
1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

+

+/-

-

0

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

+

+/-

+/-

+

19. Energy

+

18. Transport and accessibility

+/-

17. Education and Skills

+/-

16. Economic Development

+/-

15. Health, sport and recreation

+

14. Housing

Encourage sustainable energy generation and use.

Appendix 2/3 SC of the Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP Policies

Air

Water

Biodiversity

Landscape.

Maritime.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors
Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

TC1 - Transport
Policy aims to ensure that the current range of transport links for the Parish are maintained or improved, that housing or business developments should not aggravate the existing
traffic/transport difficulties in terms of delays, safety or public health due to air quality and vehicle emissions, and that considerations should be given to the wider health benefits in their
design to enable safe walking or cycling to transport hubs, play areas and key community infrastructure.
TC2 – Conversion of Residential Garages
Policy aims to strike a balance between the provision of adequate parking to help in the prevention of road obstruction and congestion, and the needs of householders for adequate living
accommodation, so will help to reduce air quality issues and reduce anti-social behaviour.
TC3 – Broadband and Mobile Communications
The intention is to enhance communication links, reducing needs to travel and associated environmental issues, whilst avoiding harm to the landscape and village character. New masts may
have impacts on the landscape and historic environment although these can be mitigated.
TC4 – Footpaths, Bridleways, Public Rights of Way and Cycle Paths
Support for walking and cycling may reduce needs to travel by car and associated environmental issues.
LA 1 – Local Landscape
Policy aims to preserve the rural look and feel of the landscape and preserve the village character, protect current green spaces, protect and enhance the AONB , promote diversification of
active agricultural practices and enhance economic viability of the farming landscape. However protection of landscape inevitably restricts the scale and design of renewable energy
equipment.
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19. Energy

18. Transport and accessibility

Maritime.
9.

17. Education and Skills

Landscape.
8.

16. Economic Development

Biodiversity
7.

15. Health, sport and recreation

Water
6.

14. Housing

Air
5.

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors
Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

LA 2 – Dark Skies and Street Light
The aim is to secure the tranquillity and dark skies quality of the landscape for current and future generations so will have social, well-being and economic benefits as well as those relating to
landscape and environment. However, reductions ion lighting could provide opportunities for crime.
LA 3 - ‘Windows on The River’
The policy protects well established public viewpoints of the river for the benefit of local residents and visitors enjoying the special characteristics of the Parish, so has benefits in terms of
LISF 1 - Supporting Community Facilities and Social Infrastructure
Policy aims to ensure that existing facilities are retained to support the existing community and meet the needs of the community in the future. Includes some open spaces so of landscape
value as well as community benefit.
LISF 2 – Community Infrastructure Levy – Community priorities
Policy aims to ensure that growth is matched with adequate social infrastructure, and that available CIL funding is targeted wisely onto community priorities. Emphasises community
facilities and social infrastructure, local speed management and safety projects, and measures to tackle the causes and impacts of climate change.
LISF 3 - Development Infrastructure for Growth
Provides for the development of services and facilities alongside any future development, so is broadly beneficial in sustainability terms.
LISF 4 – Green Infrastructure Network
Aims to ensure that existing new development takes up opportunities to improve green infrastructure and health and well-being opportunities in the Parish, so contributing to sustainable
development and can help with the provision of recreation and improved access.
LISF 5– Local Green Spaces
Identifies and protects the key green spaces that are of local significance in the Parish. Such green spaces can have wider environmental benefits.
LISF 6 – Key Recreational Spaces
Identifies the Key Recreational spaces that should be protected under NPPF Para 74.
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19. Energy

18. Transport and accessibility

Maritime.
9.

17. Education and Skills

Landscape.
8.

16. Economic Development

Biodiversity
7.

15. Health, sport and recreation

Water
6.

14. Housing

Air
5.

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors
Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

LISF 7 Provision and Protection of Allotments
Allotments can contribute to well-being through exercise and heathy eating, helping to reduce the need to travel to buy groceries, support biodiversity and recycling.
LET 1 – Small Business Unit Development
Aims to aid diversification and encourage new small firms, specializing in everything from traditional crafts to advanced ‘digital businesses’ whilst ensuring that development is sensitive to
the special features within the Parish, including heritage buildings and biodiversity interests nearby and the amenity of residential properties, and that it does not create road hazards.
LET 2 - Green Tourism Development
The aim is to tourism that makes best use of the areas assets whilst providing care for them; maximises accessibility for residents to those facilities and features in the Parish that attract
visitors, whilst offering protection to the special landscape and heritage character of the area. However, increased tourism could bring negative effects so careful control is essential.
LET 3 – Employment Opportunities In Residential Areas
The purpose here is to support new work opportunities whilst protecting residential amenity.
HP 1. Settlement Development Boundaries
This policy seeks to provide clarity on where various NDP policies apply, so as to enable controlled growth, whilst preserving the essential character of villages and hamlets. Land beyond any
development boundary is defined as the ‘open countryside’ where development is strictly controlled by CLP Policy 7 and limited to dwellings to meet essential needs of rural workers,
replacement dwellings, house extensions, and rural exception sites under CLP Policy 9.
HP 2. Rural Gaps
Protects the valued green space between the settlements which makes them separate places, thus maintaining their sense of identity, by ensuring that any development preserves the
openness and landscape character of the gaps. Can also provide access and recreational benefits to local people and contribute to well-being.
HP 3 – Infill Housing Development
Directs infill development to existing settlements and encourage proposals which integrate well whilst avoiding aggravating existing problems with parking and circulation. Can also help
reduce landscape impact and provide work for local builders.
HP 4 – Exceptional Affordable Housing Sites
Aims to set effective criteria for consideration of planning applications for exceptional developments, and to guide their development away from the most sensitive areas.

Appendix 2/3 SC of the Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP Policies

19. Energy

18. Transport and accessibility

Maritime.
9.

17. Education and Skills

Landscape.
8.

16. Economic Development

Biodiversity
7.

15. Health, sport and recreation

Water
6.

14. Housing

Air
5.

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors
Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

HP 5 – Ensuring a Choice of Housing
This policy looks for a mixture of dwellings to meet the needs of the local population, delivering a good choice of variable homes to support sustainable and inclusive communities.
HP 6 - Extra Care Housing
Intended to encourage and establish the criteria by which an extra care development can be brought forward.
HP 7 – Design of New Housing
Aimed at producing homes are fulfilling and sustainable places in which to live, and are realised in accordance with the distinctive landscapes, scale and grain of the local area.
HP8 – Essential Rural Housing Needs
Seeks to direct necessary rural dwellings to locations where they will have the least impact.
HE1 – World Heritage Site
The intention is to extend the principle of protection and positive enhancement across the whole of the WHS in the NDPs designated area and protect undesignated building and structures
within the WHS.
HE 2 - Development in and Near to Conservation Areas
Sets criteria to control development in and within the setting of the Conservation area (s). Can be restrictive on sustainable design and retro-fitting of renewable energy features.
HE 3 – Design in The Historic Core of Settlements
Sets criteria to control development in and within the setting of the historic core area (s). Can be restrictive on sustainable design and retro-fitting of renewable energy features.
FLD 1 – Flooding Prevention
Is the intention of the Flood Policy to reduce the risk of flooding throughout the Parish and address the sustainability of existing systems.
FLD 2 – Sustainable Drainage
Proposed to encourage the use of SuDS in development, particularly those using natural features.
FLD 3 – Pollution Control
Aimed at ensuring that adequate pollution controls are incorporated in new developments.
FLD 4 – Drainage Management

Appendix 2/3 SC of the Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP Policies

19. Energy

18. Transport and accessibility

Maritime.
9.

17. Education and Skills

Landscape.
8.

16. Economic Development

Biodiversity
7.

15. Health, sport and recreation

Water
6.

Stresses the importance of retaining trees as part of good design and suggests that existing trees need to be carefully designed into the development
REN1 - Renewable Energy
To ensure that renewable energy is facilitated in a way that reflects the sensitive character of Calstock Parish.
REN 2 – Local Energy Storage
Local energy storage is considered to be a crucial element in moves to increase the proportion of renewable and low carbon energy in rural systems.
REN 3 - Community Sustainable Energy
To seek and secure whole or part ownership of renewable energy initiatives for the Calstock Parish community.
REN 4 - Energy efficient & small carbon footprint development

14. Housing

Air
5.

The aim is to ensure that new development does not harm the water environment of the River Tamar.
EBD 1 - Habitat and Diversity
Seeks to ensure that new development is located on sites where it will have the least impact on biodiversity
EBD 2 – Trees, Cornish Hedges and Hedgerows

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors
Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*
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TC1 - Transport
TC2 – Conversion of Residential Garages
TC3 – Broadband and Mobile Communications
TC4 – Footpaths, Bridleways, Public Rights of Way and Cycle Paths
LA 1 – Local Landscape
LA 2 – Dark Skies and Street Light
LA 3 - ‘Windows on The River’
LISF 1 - Supporting Community Facilities and Social Infrastructure
LISF 2 – Community Infrastructure Levy – Community priorities
LISF 3 - Development Infrastructure for Growth
LISF 4 – Green Infrastructure Network
LISF 5 – Local Green Spaces
LISF 6 – Key Recreational Spaces
LISF 7 Provision and Protection of Allotments
LET1 – Small Business Unit Development
LET2 - Green Tourism Development
LET 3 – Employment Opportunities In Residential Areas
HP 1. Settlement Development Boundaries

19. Energy

18. Transport and accessibility

Maritime.
9.

17. Education and Skills

Landscape.
8.

16. Economic Development

Biodiversity
7.

15. Health, sport and recreation

Water
6.

14. Housing

Air
5.

13. Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

Soil
4.

12. Social Inclusion

Minerals and Geodiversity
3.

11. Design

Waste
2.

10. Historic Environment

Climatic Factors

Neighbourhood Plan Policies

1.

Sustainability Appraisal Factors*

HP 2. Rural Gaps
HP 3 – Infill Housing Development
HP 4 – Exceptional Affordable Housing Sites
HP 5 – Ensuring a Choice of Housing
HP 6- Extra Care Housing
HP 7 – Design of New Housing
HP 8 – Essential Rural Housing Needs
HE1 – World Heritage Site
HE 2 - Development in and Near to Conservation Areas
HE 3 – Design in The Historic Core of Settlements
FLD 1 – Flooding Prevention
FLD 2 – Sustainable Drainage
FLD 3 – Pollution Control
FLD 4 – Drainage Management
EBD 1 - Habitat and Diversity
EBD 2 – Trees, Cornish Hedges and Hedgerows
REN1 - Renewable Energy
REN 2 – Local Energy Storage
REN 3 - Community Sustainable Energy
REN 4 - Energy efficient & small carbon footprint development

Appendix [2/4] SC Assessment of Heritage Impacts of Calstock Parish’s NDP Settlement Development Boundaries (Policy HP1) and
Housing allocations (Policy HP4) [SITES AND POLICY DELETED FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN]
Site HP4.1 - 1 ha at St Anns Chapel
Onsite or Nearby
Historic
Environment
Assets*

St Anns Chapel itself is an English medieval settlement first mentioned in 1540-41 when it was spelt as ‘St Anne is Chepell’. It was extended both W
and E during 19th C mining periods, now linking with Drakewalls as a result of later 20th and 21st C ribbon development.
The W boundary forms the east boundary a large National Mapping Programme polygon (No 3354) beyond which are signs of trackways and further
polygons thought to be the marks made by a former WW2 military camp. Further evidence of this is located about 100m SW of the site.
(See below). The site was shown on the 1881 and 1906 OS 1:25” maps as enclosed fields.
Approx 100m to NW is St Anns Chapel Non-Conformist Chapel. To S 20m is a post mediaeval leat. 150 m to E is a post-medieval milestone dating
from mid 19th C. A probable former toll house survives at the eastern end of St Ann's Chapel, about 150m E of the site.
The entire site is within the WHS.
Below Left: Extract from Historic Environment Record. Below Right: Extract from 1881 OS 1:25” Map (NLS)

Below: Extract from 1905 OS 1:25” map.

Setting and
Significance

Below: Google Maps Extract

St Anns Non-Conformist Chapel is not protected. It compromises a Wesleyan Chapel, probably 1860s. Its presence tells of the spread of Methodism
in Cornwall at the time of the 19th C mining booms, and how St Anns Chapel expanded during those periods. The building itself is now un-used and
comprises painted rubble with plain stuccoed front in a Simple Italianate Classical style. Three bay front with spoked fanlight over the original
panelled door; original windows in round-arched openings and those to the side elevations with margin panes. It has a rag slate roof.
The post medieval leat to S is 1,500m long, and visible as a ditch and two banks on aerial photographs. It conveyed water from the run-off and
spring to Drakewalls Mine.
The Milestone has unusual features in that the full stop between initial letter (C for Callington, T for Tavistock) and the horizontal fraction line
where other local stones have an oblique fraction line. The milestone is linked with the Tollhouse further E, which juts out from the usual building
line, and is situated at a road junction. These features tell of the former status of this road as a an important Turnpike Road under the Callington
Turnpike Trust (1764) which linked Cornwall and Devon via the ‘new’ bridge (1520) to Devon.* The Milestone Society has applied to have the
milestone listed.
The former military camp can be seen on 1947 RAF Aerial photos as eighteen Nissen huts and three rectangular concrete areas. In the two adjoining
fields to the north and north west are traces of paths forming a regular rectangular pattern. Tents were sited within this layout, with Nissen huts
and other buildings on the rectangular concrete areas. According to the Calstock Archive, the camp was built to house US Army (4th Infantry
Division) troops in WW2 leading up to D-Day. Apparently the black soldiers camped under canvas in Sylvia's Meadow: one oral transcript states
there were up to 6000 black American soldiers. An interesting remembrance of the camp can be found at the BBC History ‘Peoples War’ site:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/29/a7588029.shtml The 4th Division were the first American troops to land at Utah Beach
on 6th June 1944l and later the first to enter Paris alongside French troops when the city was liberated (where it was aided by Ernest Hemingway)
and then the Battle of the Bulge. The camp is now the site of a caravan park.
The site is within the Cornish Mining World Heritage Site. WHS are cultural and/or natural sites considered to be of ‘Outstanding Universal Value’,
which have been inscribed on the World Heritage List by the World Heritage Committee. These places or buildings are thought to:
• have special importance for everyone
• represent unique, or the most significant or best, examples of the world’s cultural and/or natural heritage
Outstanding Universal Value is considered to transcend national boundaries and to be of importance for future generations.
World Heritage status is a high accolade that brings with it responsibilities and international scrutiny. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks to protect and preserve such sites through the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage.
*‘Cornish Milestones – The development of Cornwall’s Roads in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries’. Thomson I, Twelveheads Press, Truro 2013

Assessment of
Impact & Harm

The setting and significance of the nearby heritage assets to N and E is unlikely to be significantly harmed by development on this site. The leat to
the S could be affected by drainage works associated with the proposal but it has already been affected by development on the field alongside to E
and the larger Wain Homes development some 500m to NE, and the proposal would have no greater impact than these schemes, potentially being
incorporated within any drainage solutions.
The former military camp site to the W immediately abuts the proposal site but it no longer exists in any visible form, now being a campsite and
recreation ground, and its significance/setting will not be harmed.
Impact on World Heritage Site could be significant if inappropriate development of an alien form, scale and materials was permitted.

Rating of Impact
Possible
Mitigations

It is possible that some buried materials relating to the former Military Camp to the W is scattered within the proposal site, so an archaeological
watching brief during excavation and site preparation would be appropriate. Although not a planning matter, consideration of street names
associated with the use of the Camp might be considered.
The design and layout of any development and the overall sizing and massing of the buildings in this location will need to be considered in the light
of the World Heritage Site Management Policies. In particular Policy 7b of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site
Management Plan 2013 - 2018 which states that ‘New development should add to the quality and distinctiveness of the site by being of high quality
design and respectful of setting’. The site is set in the lower contours of the settlement and, together with the strong tree belt to the S of the site and
the developed context to the N and E of the site, the proposed development should integrate successfully within the natural and built landscape
setting, providing the design, bulk and materials of the proposed dwellings are designed to reflect locally distinctive features, and natural landscaping
is incorporated to reflect the local landscape character and soften the development into this semi-rural location.

This was the basis for consideration of the development of the adjoining development site, which is for a larger scheme, a Screening Opinion on
which confirmed that the proposal was not considered an EIA development. It is therefore expected that the same will apply to this proposal site.
Mitigation relating to building design is provided through adopted Local Plan Policy 12 and NDP Policy H8. Additional policy wording will be required
to ensure that the scheme fits within the WHS historic landscape.
Recommendation: That the allocation policy (HP4) should be extended to include the following:
‘Additional Policy Requirements
a. In the interests of the visual amenity of the area which is within the World Heritage Site any planning permission granted should include a
condition removing Permitted Development rights for the enlargement, improvement or other alteration of the dwellings provided; the
addition or alteration to their roofs and any other alterations to the roofs of the dwellings.
b. In view of the adjacent Military Camp historic asset site located alongside an archaeological watching brief is kept as topsoil is removed in
the implementation of any planning permission for development of the site.’

Site HP4.2 – 0.29ha at Rising Sun
Onsite or Nearby
Historic
Environment
Assets*

The entire site is within the WHS. To the N about 75m is a cast iron road fingerpost, whilst to the E about 200m is Prince of Wales Mine Scheduled
Ancient Monument, surrounded by non-scheduled National Mapping Programme polygons which are markers for former spoilt tips and dumps.
Other related post-medieval mines and quarries lie beyond 200m to the NE.
Just over 100m to the S is a Non-Conformist Chapel and Sunday School, a Grade 2 Listed Building.
Further along the road from the Chapel is HarrowBarrow Drill Hall (c1880)
To the W, immediately abutting the site, is a clear series of fields laid out in a medieval field system.
Below Left: Extract from Historic Environment Record.

Below Right: Extract from 1881 OS 1:25” Map (NLS)

Setting and
Significance

Above: Extract from 1905 OS 1:25” map.
The site is within the Cornish Mining World Heritage Site. WHS are cultural and/or natural sites considered to be of ‘Outstanding Universal Value’,
which have been inscribed on the World Heritage List by the World Heritage Committee. These places or buildings are thought to:
• have special importance for everyone
• represent unique, or the most significant or best, examples of the world’s cultural and/or natural heritage
Outstanding Universal Value is considered to transcend national boundaries and to be of importance for future generations.
World Heritage status is a high accolade that brings with it responsibilities and international scrutiny. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks to protect and preserve such sites through the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage.
The northern part of the Prince of Wales Mine at Harrowbarrow survives well and contains an extensive range of structures associated with a late
19th century tin, copper and arsenic pyrites mine. The dumps in particular form a prominent local landmark. The mine has a long history and much
of it is represented by the surviving structures. The mine represents an amalgamation of several other mines amongst which are Wheal Fortune,
Wheal Pleasant, Wheal George, Wheal Barnard and West Edward which together were known as Calstock United Tin and Copper Mines in the early
part of the 19th century. In 1861 the mine was re-constituted as the Prince of Wales Mine and operated intermittently from then until 1914. In

1940, during World War II, a processing floor was established at the mine to rework the earlier dumps and material from nearby small mines and
Devon Great Consols. In about 1971 a Canadian company carried out exploratory work including drilling and finally in 1977 an exploratory adit was
cut into the hillside.
The mine's relatively long and productive life has resulted in a complex series of structures and earthworks surviving. Amongst these are three
engine houses, shafts, a dry, at least two processing floors of different dates, a magazine, two boiler ponds, tramways, concrete buildings and
extensive waste dumps.
It has also influenced the character of the village, which contains many Victorian structures associated with the mining booms, such as miners
cottages, the Wesleyan Chapel and School, and the Drill Hall. The Chapel is of a simple classical design in stone rubble; lined out in stucco with attached
schoolroom with 1842 circular tablet style datestone. Incised stucco, dry Delabole slate roofs with hipped roof over chapel and cast-ironogee
gutters. Horned sash windows with fanlight heads to the side elevation; windows with traceried heads to the two front window and panelled doors
in a round-arched doorway. The drill hall predates 1880 and includes a doorway on the western side (roadside) of the drill hall has chamfered jambs
and lintel that have been reused, probably from a C16-17 building.

Assessment of
Impact & Harm

Rating of Impact
Possible
Mitigations

The proposal site can thus be seen to be within an historic setting shaped and dominated by the mining industry from the 19th C to the early 20th C,
and even though there has been a lot of modern bungalow development, this imparts a tranquil and picturesque charm to the area, reinforced by
the old-fashioned cast iron finger post in the centre of Rising Sun, which definitely makes a locally distinctive contribution to the WHS . The site
itself appears to have been in agricultural use and is now a rather under developed nursery site which does not respond to this setting.
Field boundaries recorded on OS maps to the W are possibly the enclosed strips of an open field system.
Although the site is some 100 to 200m from the main heritage assets in the area, the impact on World Heritage Site could be significant if
inappropriate development of an alien form, scale and materials was permitted on this site. The design and layout of any development and the overall
sizing and massing of the buildings in this location will need to be considered in the light of the World Heritage Site Management Policies. In particular
Policy 7b of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site Management Plan 2013 - 2018 which states that ‘New development
should add to the quality and distinctiveness of the site by being of high quality design and respectful of setting’.
The site is set on a southwards sloping hillside and well surrounded by strong tree filled boundaries, so the proposed development should integrate
successfully within the natural and built landscape setting, providing the design, bulk and materials of the proposed dwellings are designed to reflect
locally distinctive features, and natural landscaping is incorporated to reflect the local landscape character and soften the development into this
semi-rural location.

Mitigation relating to building design is provided through adopted Local Plan Policy 12 and NDP Policy H8. Additional policy wording will be required
to ensure that the scheme fits within the WHS historic landscape.
Recommendation: That the allocation policy (HP4) should be extended to include the following:
‘Additional Policy Requirements
a. In the interests of the visual amenity of the area which is within the World Heritage Site any planning permission granted should include:
i. a condition removing Permitted Development rights for the enlargement, improvement or other alteration of the dwellings provided; the
addition or alteration to their roofs and any other alterations to the roofs of the dwellings.

ii. protection for the substantial tree lined field boundaries surrounding the site.

HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT KEY:
Neutral / negligible
Minor impacts
NPPF: Less than
substantial harm to the
heritage asset

Either no known heritage asset on, adjacent to or near site, or agreed assessments have been undertaken and have led to appropriate
scoping of mitigation measures and master planning requirements.
Heritage assets are known to be on and/or adjacent to the site, with potential for either minor negative impact on the significance of
undesignated assets, or of less than substantial harm to the significance of designated assets
Potential mitigation required: assessment, master plan layout, densities & design responding to HE issues; specific measures to
preserve/enhance sites or assets.

Moderate impacts
NPPF: potential for
harm (in some cases
substantial harm) to, or
loss of the heritage
asset; but capable
of avoidance and/or
mitigation; overall
outcome would be less
than substantial harm
High impacts
NPPF: Substantial harm
to, or loss of the
heritage asset; not
likely to be resolved by
mitigation

Potential for harm (in some cases substantial) to heritage assets known to be on and/or adjacent to the site, but capable of moderating
through mitigation (including avoidance, reduction and offset).
Potential mitigation required: detailed assessment, detailed site allocation policy, master plan layout, densities & design (including design
briefs and/or design codes etc.) responding to HE issues; specific measures to preserve/enhance sites or assets. May require amendment to
proposed allocation area or inclusion of policy wording requiring mitigation.

Impacts previously
assessed and managed

Heritage assets known to be on or adjacent to the site and there is/may be the potential for serious impact, however previous assessments
and agreed measures etc. are in place, which require continued
monitoring and management

Demonstration of substantial public benefits of delivery of (parts of) the site may still be required in certain instances, if mitigation measures
are not implemented or fully successful.

Potential of substantial harm to or loss of important heritage assets known to be on or adjacent to the site, not likely to be resolved by
mitigation.
Potential mitigation still required to bring sites forward: highest levels of assessment; detailed site allocation policy, master plan layout,
densities & design (including design briefs and/or design codes etc.) responding to HE issues; specific measures to preserve/enhance sites or
assets. Such mitigation may prove insufficient to protect/enhance heritage assets. Development would require clear justification for the
potential harm, demonstrating substantial public benefits that outweigh harm or loss.

Appendix [2/5) The SC Assessment of Habitat Impacts of Calstock Parish’s NDP Settlement Development Boundaries (Policy HP1) and Housing allocations
(Policy HP4)
1. Natura 2000 Zone of Influence Map for the Calstock Parish NDP Area.

2. Conservation Objectives for each Natura 2000 site in Zone of Influence
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to (achieving Favourable Conservation Status of its
Qualifying Features (SAC) / achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive (SPA)), by maintaining or restoring:

CO (i): The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species; The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying
natural habitats; The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species; The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of
qualifying species rely; The populations of qualifying species; and The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
CO (ii): The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats; The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats; and The
supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats rely.
CO (iii) The extent and distribution of the habitats and the habitats of qualifying species; The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species; The
supporting processes on which the habitats of qualifying species rely; The populations of qualifying species; and The distribution of qualifying species within the
site.
CO (iv) The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features; The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features; The supporting
processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely; The population of each of the qualifying features; and, The distribution of the qualifying features
within the site.
3. Relevant European Sites related to NDP Area
Site Name, Designation, Size and
Code
Conservation Objectives (keyed as
CO (i) / CO (ii) / CO (iii) CO (iv)
Plymouth Sound and
Estuaries SAC,
UK9010141 (6402.03
ha)
CO (i)

Tamar Estuaries
Complex, SPA,
UK9010141 (1955 ha)
CO (iv)

Qualifying Feature / Interest Feature
Habitat
Species

Primary: Sandbanks
which are slightly
covered by sea
water all the time;
Estuaries; Large
shallow inlets and
bays;
Reefs; Atlantic salt
meadows (GlaucoPuccinellietalia
maritimae).
Secondary: Mudflats
and
sand-flats not
covered by
seawater at low
tide.
N/a

Primary: Shore dock
(Rumex rupestris)
Secondary: Allis shad
(Alosa alosa)

Typical Site Vulnerabilities / Key Issues and Threats to Integrity

•
•
•

•
•
•

Over-winter: Avocet
(Recurvirostra
avosetta) (Western
Europe/Western
Mediterranean breeding) - 15.8% of

•
•
•

•

Recreation; port development; maintenance dredging are all identified as key issues.
Shore dock specifically, requires habitat created through coastal erosion and slumping.
Maintenance of hydrological balance and in particular ‘good water quality’ is a key issue
(unpolluted and absence of nutrient enrichment and maintenance of freshwater input/balance of
saline input).
The loss of natural coastal processes and dynamics is a key threat (coastal squeeze).
The site is considered vulnerable to recreational disturbance, in particular, bait digging and crab
tiling. In addition, private anchoring on seagrass may be an issue.
Identified in the Local Plan HRA as requiring a strategic approach to mitigation for in-combination
effects as a result of recreational disturbance. In-combination visits from residents occupying
housing within 12 km are considered to result in significant effects.

Recreation; port development; maintenance dredging are all identified as key issues.
Shore dock specifically, requires habitat created through coastal erosion and slumping.
Maintenance of hydrological balance and in particular ‘good water quality’ is a key issue
(unpolluted and absence of nutrient enrichment and maintenance of freshwater input/balance of
saline input).
The loss of natural coastal processes and dynamics is a key threat (coastal squeeze).

Site Name, Designation, Size and
Code
Conservation Objectives (keyed as
CO (i) / CO (ii) / CO (iii) CO (iv)

Qualifying Feature / Interest Feature
Habitat
Species

Typical Site Vulnerabilities / Key Issues and Threats to Integrity

•

the GB population
On-passage Little
Egret: (Egretta
garzetta) at least
9.3% of the GB
population

Identified in the Local Plan HRA as requiring a strategic approach to mitigation for in-combination
effects as a result of recreational disturbance. In-combination visits from residents occupying
housing within 12 km are considered to result in significant effects.

.
Tamar-Tavy SSSI, within Tamar Estuaries
Complex SPA,

The site includes
estuarine
habitats, with
uncommon species,
that are notable in
their extent and also
supports the
only British
population of a rare
plant.

The site supports a
nationally important
wintering population of
the uncommon Avocet
Recurvirostra
avosetta,* and
encompasses a section
of the River Tamar that
is considered
to be of national
significance for its
marine biological
interest.

•

Natural England notified list of operations likely to damage the special interest focus on
management, recreational uses and development.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Related to NDP Area
Site Name, Designation, Size

Sylvia’s Meadow SSSI

Qualifying Feature / Interest Feature

Typical Site Vulnerabilities / Key Issues and Threats to
Integrity

Habitat

Species

Sylvia’s Meadow supports a fine example
of species-rich neutral or slightly acid
unimproved grassland. Such vegetation is
now very rare in Cornwall due to
agricultural intensification and in particular
to the trend towards improving leys for
silage in support of the dairy industry. Only
one other comparable unimproved
meadow site is known in Cornwall and this
is some 75 kilometres away to the west.
Complex small-scale variations in soil
chemistry and drainage, with seasonal

Crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus –
common knapweed Centaurea nigra
MG5 grassland community. Herbaceous
plants are dominant within the meadow
sward with abundant oxeye daisy
Leucanthemum vulgare , lousewort
Pedicularis sylvatica, cat’s-ear
Hypochoeris radicata, creeping
cinquefoil Potentilla reptans and
common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus
corniculatus. Seven species of orchid are
recorded: Dactylorhiza maculata subsp.
ericetorum, southern marsh-orchid D.

Natural England notified list of operations likely to damage
the special interest focus on on-site management,
recreational uses and development.

Site Name, Designation, Size

Tamar-Tavy SSSI, within Tamar Estuaries
Complex SPA

Qualifying Feature / Interest Feature

Typical Site Vulnerabilities / Key Issues and Threats to
Integrity

Habitat

Species

waterlogging in places, give rise to a
mosaic of sub-communities

praetermissa, common spottedorchid D.
fuchsii, early purple-orchid Orchis
mascula, lesser butterflyorchid
Platanthera bifolia, greater butterflyorchid P. chlorantha and autumn lady’stresses Spiranthes spiralis. Wetter zones,
largely in the west of the site, support
wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, marsh
pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris and
ivyleaved bellflower Wahlenbergia
hederacea, while at the dryer, more acid
extreme the heath-grass Danthonia
decumbens sub-community of MG5
occurs with occasional plants of heather
Calluna vulgaris

he site includes estuarine
habitats, with uncommon species, that are
notable in their extent and also supports the
only British population of a rare plant.

The site supports a nationally important
wintering population of the uncommon
Avocet
Recurvirostra avosetta,* and encompasses a
section of the River Tamar that is considered
to be of national significance for its marine
biological interest.

Natural England notified list of operations likely to damage
the special interest focus on on-site management,
recreational uses and development.

Forms of potential short and long-term impacts from development:
Impact
Direct Habitat Loss and Fragmentation (of
European site or functionally linked habitat)

Changes to Water Resources/flow and quality

Coastal Squeeze
Changes to Air quality
Recreational Pressure
Disturbance

Development actions and activities
• Direct land take.
• Land take of supporting, functionally linked habitats.
• Introduction of barriers to migration of key species due
to physical obstruction or disturbance effect.
• Sewage and industrial effluent discharges from new developments.
• Abstraction to secure water supplies for planned growth.
• Land drainage to enable development.
• Piling to support development.
• Flood and coastal risk management development (for example, implementation of new flood defences).
• Development in locations that would compromise natural processes or managed retreat projects.
• Increase in atmospheric pollutants including dust and nitrogen deposition.
• Recreational pressures resulting in increased visits causing for example, trampling of interest features,
eutrophication and disturbance (from for example, dog walking).
• Construction and operation in proximity to sensitive features may result in disturbance impacts (noise,
lighting, and vibration, visual).

Assessment of Potential Impacts and Likely Significant Effects (LSE)
Site
Reference

Location in Relation to
Natura 2000 sites and
SSSIs in Zone of
Influence

Some village
development
boundaries abut the
SPA and SAC.
Site H4.1 is approx
100m from Sylvia’s
Meadow SSSI but some
1 km from SPA and SAC
Site H4.2 is more than
1km from SAC, SPA and
SSSI

Possible Impacts and Likely Significant Effects Arising from Development following Village Settlement Boundary Change and/or Site
Allocation and Waterfront Policy
Habitat Loss/
Noise and
Water Quality /
Air Quality
Visual
Recreational
Degradation/
Vibration
Flow
(Emissions –
Disturbance
Disturbance
Fragmentation
Disturbance
Deposition /Dust)
(for housing
development)
No direct habitat
Unlikely that LSE
Surface water
The extremely small
Unlikely that LSE will
loss will occur.
will arise as a result
drainage is required
scale of any
arise as a result of
Tamar Estuaries and
No loss of
of noise / vibration
by CLP and NDP
development which
noise/vibration or
Plymouth Sound
supporting habitat
or visual disturbance Policy to be designed may result from
visual disturbance at Estuaries have been
or fragmentation
as either
in accordance with
these boundary
a distance > 750 m
identified as
will occur. There will Development
the Sustainable
changes and
from the SPA/SAC
vulnerable to
be no loss of areas of Boundary is tight
Urban Drainage
development sites is
recreational
land / habitats
and prevents
principles and
unlikely to
disturbance.
outside the SPA
significant building
standards set out in
contribute directly to
Although there is
boundary that are
or site is
the Drainage
impacts on the SAC
unlikely to be LSE
identified as being
at a distance > 1km
Guidance for
but may add
through this
of particular
from the SPA/SAC.
Cornwall with
very slightly to the
pathway as a result
importance to the
H4.1 is within 100m
appropriate
in-combination
of the boundary
qualifying species
os SSSI but buffered
discharge consents
impacts resulting
change alone, it will
and as such no
by permanent
and monitoring. This from Local Plan
add to indegradation of the
recreation ground.
will include specific
However, it has been
combination effects
SPA.
measures to prevent demonstrated in the
along with other
Rising Sun and St
surface water
Local Plan HA
development and
Anns Chapel are
drainage resulting in that nitrogen
DPD allocations.
within outer SSSI
water quality and
deposition will not
Natural England and
Impact Risk Zone
flow
exceed critical loads
Cornwall Council
where EN require
impacts at the
and the total
have agreed that
consultation only for
SAC/SPA, hence it is
cumulative NOx
recreational
residential
considered unlikely
concentrations will
disturbance at
development of 50
that there will be LSE remain below the
the SAC and SPA
units or more, so the
as a
actual critical level
could be adequately
small-scale
result of reduced
where an adverse
mitigated
development
water quality due to effect on
through the
associated with
run off n either
vegetation may
payment of a
these allocations is
alone or in
potentially occur. As
financial
unlikely to be a
combination Designs such, it is considered
contribution
concern.
will need to be
there will be no LSE
approved by the

Site
Reference

Location in Relation to
Natura 2000 sites and
SSSIs in Zone of
Influence

Possible Impacts and Likely Significant Effects Arising from Development following Village Settlement Boundary Change and/or Site
Allocation and Waterfront Policy
Habitat Loss/
Noise and
Water Quality /
Air Quality
Visual
Recreational
Degradation/
Vibration
Flow
(Emissions –
Disturbance
Disturbance
Fragmentation
Disturbance
Deposition /Dust)
(for housing
development)
Council and in place
from this boundary
towards the delivery
prior to
adjustment.
of the Tamar
development.
Estuaries
Management Plan,
Currently there is
managed by the
‘headroom’ for small
Tamar
scale development
Estuaries
within the existing
Consultative
STW. However, to
Forum to fund a
ensure no LSE, no
range of mitigation
development will be
measures across the
permitted prior to
SAC/SPA, and to be
confirmation
raised from
that the allocation
developer
can be
contributions.
accommodated
NDP Should include
within the headroom
a note as given
of existing treatment
below. It is
works or prior to
concluded that
provision of
there will be no LSE.
appropriate
upgrades/new
facilities.

Policy Provisions Resulting from Assessment
Site Reference

All Site
Allocations

Mitigation Measures
Habitat Loss/
Degradation/
Fragmentation

Noise and
Vibration
Disturbance

Water Quality / Flow

Air Quality
(Emissions –
Deposition /Dust)

Visual
Disturbance

Recreational
Disturbance

Not necessary

Not necessary

Include in boundary and
allocation policies that
no development will be
permitted prior to

Not necessary

Not necessary

Include the following in
the relevant NDP section:
‘Note: Calstock Parish
sits within the zone of

Site Reference

/Boundary
Changes

Mitigation Measures
Habitat Loss/
Degradation/
Fragmentation

Noise and
Vibration
Disturbance

Water Quality / Flow

confirmation that the
allocation can be
accommodated within
the headroom of existing
treatment works or prior
to provision of
appropriate upgrades /
new facilities, unless
satisfactory alternative
measures are provided.

Air Quality
(Emissions –
Deposition /Dust)

Visual
Disturbance

Recreational
Disturbance
influence of the
Plymouth Sound &
Estuaries Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and
the Tamar Estuaries
Complex Special
Protection Area (SPA). As
a result, development
proposals within the
town will be required to
provide mitigation to
address recreational
impact upon the SAC and
SPA. Further detail on
the nature of the
mitigation measures are
set out in the European
Sites Mitigation Strategy
Supplementary Planning
Document.’

Appendix [3]: The SC Summary Matrix of Results
Key:
+/+
0

Likely to undermine the SC Objective
Likely to neither undermine or contribute to meeting the SC Objective
Likely to support the SC Objective
Impacts unknown or SC theme/objective(s) irrelevant to this element of the NDP

SC Theme
1 Climate Factors
2 Waste
3 Minerals & Geodiversity
4 Soil
5 Air
6 Water
7 Biodiversity
8 Landscape
9 Maritime
10 Historic Environment
11 Design
12 Social Inclusion
13 Crime & Anti Social Behaviour
14 Housing
15 Health, Sport & Recreation
16 Economic Development, Regeneration & Tourism
17 Education & Skills
18 Transport & Accessibility
19 Energy

Potential Impact of Calstock Parish [Draft] NDP

